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The Honorable Linda Lingle

Governor, State of Hawaii

Executive Chambers

State Capitol

Honolulu, Hawaii

96813

Phone: 808-586-0034

Fax: 808-586-0006

E-mail: governor.lingle@hawaii.gov

Re:  VETO SB1004 Relating to Psychologists

Dear Honorable Governor Lingle:

Since 1981, I have been a professor of psychology at the University of Hawaii at Manoa. My primary duties have been to train clinical psychologists. I have been a licensed psychologist in Hawaii since 1982 and currently serve on the Board of Psychology. This letter reflects my personal position and is not the official position of the University or the Board. 


As a professor of psychology, I am urging you to VETO this bill because the amount of training in this bill involves conducting a dangerous experiment upon Hawaii’s poorest citizens.

1.This bill would permit licensed psychologists to practice medicine with less than half of the pre-medical and medical training required for all other medical professions in Hawaii.  The amount of training involved is similar to that required of a scuba diver instructor.

2.  While the State has expanded the scope of medical practice for nurses and optometrists, the training for these professions are already pre-medical and medical in training.  Psychologists do not have medical training at either the undergraduate or graduate level.  SB 1004, therefore, would allow psychologists to cross disciplinary boundaries with no evidence that it is safe to do so.

3.  Proponents of this bill cite the U.S. Department of Defense Psychopharmacology Demonstration Project (DoD PDP) as a justification for the amount of training required.  However, the DoD Project required about 3 times the amount of training and supervision than that included in this bill.  The DoD project also involved only persons who were medically screened and in a restricted age range. Independent evaluations of this DoD project concluded that less training would be inadequate. Similarly, the State of Hawaii Legislative Reference Bureau’s 2007 Report “Prescriptive Authority for Psychologists:  Issues and Considerations” concludes on page 76 that any authorization of prescription privileges for psychologists should involve ”training requirements no less rigorous than the PDP program training model and a scope of practice and formulary for graduates that is no broader than limitations applied to PDP program graduates.

3.  Proponents of this bill cite recent prescribing laws in the states of New Mexico and Louisiana, as evidence that the amount of training required in this bill is adequate.  However, the consumer safety consequences of the laws in these states have not yet been independently evaluated.  I urge you to VETO this bill until convincing evidence that the training required is adequate.  The data for an independent evaluation is available but the proponents of SB 1004 have chosen not to inspect this data. 

4. Psychologists who wish to enhance access to psychoactive drugs can currently do so by completing the required and widely accepted training for advanced nurse practitioners or physicians.  Psychologists have done so in many states.  This solution to concerns about access requires no legislation, no new training programs that duplicate those already offered at the University of Hawaii, and no new regulatory agents. 

Thank you for your kind consideration of this opinion.

Respectfully,

Elaine M. Heiby, Ph.D.

Psychologist (HI license 242)

Professor of Psychology
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